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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ     
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
.!/Y ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
Wh¸C¦[  
w9¦bLhbΗ 
 

hƴ aŀǊŎƘ млΣ нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǊŀƴπ
Ǝƻ /ƘƻǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǾŀƭŘƛ DƭƻǊƛŀ 
ƛƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ рлǘƘ    
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¢ǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘǳǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ƭƛǾŜ   ƳǳǎƛŎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎΣ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мф ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ǳǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΦ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ƻǳǊ рлǘƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ  
ȅƻǳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƧƻȅΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴΣ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΦ hǳǊ 
ǎƛƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
у ǘƻ урΣ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ȅƻǳΣ ƎǊŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ 
ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ  
ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  
 
hǳǊ Wh¸C¦[ w9¦bLhb ǿƛƭƭ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ  
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Lǘŀƭπ
ƛŀƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ±ƛǾŀ ±ƛǾŀƭŘƛ ƻƴ  
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ноΦ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ  
ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƻƴ  
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ т ŦƻǊ {ƘƛƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀǊǎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƻũŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŜƭƭŀǊ 
ǎƻƭƻǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜƴǎŜƳōƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΦ  
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ р 
ŀǘ о ǇƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ Iŀƭƭ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳƛǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǝƳŀǘŜ ōǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜπ
ƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ  
 

ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΣ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ 
ƭǳƭƭŀōƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎπ
ǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƎƭŜŜΦ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ нлнн ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ŘŜπ
ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Iƻǿ /ŀƴ L 
YŜŜǇ ŦǊƻƳ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
!ƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀōŀǊŜǘΦ 
 
¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Wh¸C¦[  
w9¦bLhb ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ  
5ǳǊŀƴƎƻŎƘƻǊŀƭǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦ  
 
aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ  
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŭƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ 
ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀǊǝǎǘǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΗ 
 

[ƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ [ƛƴŘŀ 
 

 
Many thanks to our  
season sponsor. 

 

http://durangochoralsociety.org
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The DCS is blessed to have Dianne and Richard Pratt as major donors.  

We are grateful for their continued support. 

We caught up with a very busy Dianne and asked her why she is so enthusiastic about the 
Durango Choral Society:  

 

ñMusic has always been a part of my life. Both of my grandmothers played the piano. 
My maternal grandmother played by ear. My paternal grandmother was classically 
trained. The family was never shy about singing when we got together. I sang my first 
solo in first grade. 

I sang throughout school. Our Albion College Choir was a touring choir. We had the 
privilege of singing with Duke Ellington and his orchestra. We also recorded the 
demonstration audio for a new edition of The Methodist Hymnal. I joined a small group 
of my fellow choristers to form a folk group that performed at coffee houses in the cit-
ies the choir was visiting.  

Richard and I met at Albion. He didnôt sing, but he played the piano well and has a love 
for music. His first gifts to me were LP records. 

After we married, I sang in numerous church choirs and with the Piedmont University 
Chorale. But none of that prepared me for Dr. Linda Mack Berven. Singing with the     
Durango Choral Society has been an amazing experience. We have traveled and per-
formed gorgeous music in some of the most beautiful venues in the world. Lindaôs    
caring eagerness to coax the best out of her singers is contagious. It also has blended 
us into a family.ò 

Dianne and Richard on the Hooker Valley hike, New Zealand 



 

Whoôs On Board? 
 

Meet your DCS Board Members 
(in alphabetical order) 

Abby Bowen, President 
Ellie Cline, Librarian/Historian 
Lynn Eustance, Treasurer 
Gay Grossman, Corresponding Secretary 
Charles Hakes, Member at Large 
Don Hassemer, Member at Large 
Wendy Hassemer, Member at Large 
Kelsey Lancaster, Member at Large 
Jan Patton, Recording Secretary 
Dianne Pratt, Assistant Treasurer 
Doty Shepard, Member at Large 
Bill Thurman, Vice President 
Connie Waterman, Member at Large 

         Durango Choral Society   Page 3  

Bill Thurman, DCS Board Vice President 
 
Bill sings in the Bass section of the Chorus. His 
wife, Carol Thurman sings with both the large 
Chorus and the Durango Womenôs Choir. Bill 
tells us ñI have retired into increasing my faith, 
spending more time with my family, making 
music, and recreating.ò  

 
What a Board meeting looked like last year.  
It�¶s a joyful reunion to be back together again. 

 
You�¶ll be meeting more of the Board members in future 

issues of the newsletter. 
 

Abby Bowen, DCS Board President Elect 
 

Abby sings in the Alto section of the 
Chorus. Her husband, Rhys Schrock sings 
in the Tenor section. Abby says that taking 
on the DCS Board President role during 
the 2020-2021 season was really weird. 
Thank goodness President Emerita, 
Jeanne Bandy was able to advise her! 
Abby is so happy to be singing with her 
friends again.  


